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who has seen everything and learnt everything is good enough
to be a journalist. In France newspaper work is not a cul
de sac with no issue to other plcasanter, more comfortable,
more lucrative, more respected and occasionally also more
independent occupations, but is, for the highly gifted who have
some knowledge of the world, a position which possibly may
lead to the Palais and quite likely to a seat in the ministry.
Lockroy was repeatedly a member of the Government, and,
as in his earlier life, showed himself equal to any situation.
After being in turn Minister of Education and Minister of
Commerce, and repeatedly Minister of the Marine and Pre-
sident of the Budget Commission, he is now Vice-President
of the French Chamber as well as a member of important
Parliamentary commissions. They are transient honours,
but he enjoyed one permanent honour which France perhaps
places above all the others, that of being connected by
marriage with France's poet par excellence, Victor Hugo.
I am now renewing in Baden-Baden an acquaintance made
five years ago. He still has that clear distinct voice precisely
enunciating every syllable.
He invited me to dine with him at the Englischer Hof^ and
after dinner, between ten and midnight, we discussed politics.
The Imperial Chancellor had just received a visit from Herr
von Radowitz, the German Ambassador in Madrid. Could
the two statesmen have confined their conversation to the
splendid woods of the Black Forest or the glowing eyes of
the Andalusian women, among whom Herr von Radowitz;
had been living for the last fifteen years, or to the corides de
toros and toreadors ? Was it possible that there had been no
mention of Morocco ?
Monsieur Lockroy also touched on the subject of Morocco,
He expressed himself approximately as follows: " France
desires Peace. True she is no longer the France of a generation
ago. To-day, were she attacked, she would be able to defend
her frontiers in very different fashion from that of 1870. But
to plunge into a war for the sake of Morocco has never
entered her mind. I think the Morocco question will be
amicably settled. Germany does not deny us the right to
safeguard our commerce in Morocco as fat as our Algerian
frontier is concerned, nor perhaps does she deny us a prior
claim, Germany does not refuse to admit that our political